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https://www.linkedin.com/in/jonathanlbest/

 A theologian specializing in practical, sacramental, and hermeneutical theologies, with a primary focus on the intersections between sacrament and culture. An accomplished educator with more than a decade of expertise in higher education instruction.

University Teaching • Higher Education ● Remote Learning ● Christian Learning ● Practical Theology 

Education

Ph.D. in Practical Theology, St. Thomas University, Miami, Florida, 2016
Copyediting Certificate, University of San Diego, San Diego, California, 2025 
Master of Divinity, Campbell University, Buies Creek, North Carolina, 2011
Bachelor of Science in History, University of Mount Olive, Mount Olive, North Carolina, 2006

Teaching Experience

Adjunct Professor, Palm Beach Atlantic University, West Palm Beach, FL	2022–Present
· Teach undergraduate and graduate courses in theology, Christian history, biblical studies, and doctoral research/writing.
· Design and implement original curricula in theology, Christian history, and biblical studies, including assessments and learning activities.
· Mentor doctoral students in dissertation research, argumentation, and academic writing.
· Facilitate individual and group coaching sessions for doctoral candidates on scholarly and theological writing.
· Teach across diverse student populations, including traditional undergraduates, adult learners, and distance students.
· Worked with doctoral studies in crafting their dissertations. 
· Conduct lectures and lead seminar-style discussions in both in-person and synchronous online formats.
· Integrate educational technology, including Microsoft Teams and Canvas, into course delivery, assessment, and communication.
Adjunct Professor, St. Thomas University, Miami, FL 	2013–2021
· Taught courses in religion, theology, academic writing, and research methods at the undergraduate and graduate levels.
· Interpreted and communicated religious texts, symbols, and narratives in ways accessible to diverse student backgrounds.
· Advised and supported students individually and in small groups on course content and academic skills.
· Translated complex theological and philosophical concepts into clear, applicable frameworks for student learning.
· Taught in both on-campus and online formats, employing a range of instructional strategies and technologies.
Adjunct Professor, University of Mount Olive, Mount Olive, NC	2011-2013
· Instructed adult learners in courses on the Old and New Testaments in an accelerated and distance-learning context.
· Developed and delivered online course content, including lectures, discussion prompts, and graded assignments.
· Emphasized historical, literary, and theological interpretation to deepen students’ engagement with biblical texts.

Courses Taught

Palm Beach Atlantic University 

THL 5483 Foundations IV: Christian Theology (2023–present)
This course provides a foundational introduction to Christian theology, emphasizing the major Christian doctrines.

THL 5283 Foundations II: Christian History (2025–present)
This course provides a foundational introduction to the history of Christianity, emphasizing the major people, movements, institutions, and events of the Church from its founding by Jesus Christ to the present.

THL 8942/8982 Directed Doctoral Research in Practical Theology (2022–present) 
The goal of this course is to improve doctoral students’ overall academic writing skills. Students will develop good writing habits, avoid common writing mistakes, and discover their theological and scholarly voices. Most importantly, students will learn how to write at a doctoral level.

BIB 1003 Exploring the Bible (2022–2025)
This course is designed to acquaint the student with the biblical metanarrative and to enhance the student's appreciation of this narrative as both formative and normative for life. 

St. Thomas University

REL 2000 Introduction to Religious Studies (2013–2019)
REL 2210 Survey of the Old Testament (2014–2015)
REL 2295 Bible: Story and Salvation (2017)
REL 2300 World Religions (2019–2020)
REL 2750 Christian Moral Decision Making (2018)
REL 3271 Experience of Christ (2020)
REL 3701 Faith and Doubt (2015)
REL 4463 Religion and Film (2020)
STM 500 Theological Research and Writing (2017–2018)
STM 541 Theological Ethics (2020)

University of Mount Olive

REL 111 Introduction to the Old Testament (2011–2013)
REL 112 Introduction to the New Testament (2010)

Dissertation

Dissertation Title: A Postmodern Theology of Ritual Action? An Exploration of Foot Washing Among the Original Free Will Baptist Community

Committee Members: 
Bryan T. Froehle, St. Thomas University (chair)
Charles J. Scalise, Fuller Theological Seminary
Dan R. Stiver, Logsdon School of Theology, Hardin-Simmons University
Paul S. Fiddes, University of Oxford
Christian Scharen, Auburn Theological Seminary

Publications

“Liminality and the Event,” in The Liminal Loop: Astounding Stories of Discovery and Hope, edited by Tim Carson. Lutterworth Press, 2022.

A Postmodern Theology of Ritual Action: An Exploration of Foot Washing Among the Original Free Will Baptist Community. Pickwick, 2019. 

“The Challenge of Baptist Action and Identity.” Journal of Multidisciplinary Research 10, no.1 (2018): 7–20. http://www.jmrpublication.org/portals/jmr/Issues/Web-JMR10Spring2018.pdf. 

Encyclopedia of Christianity in the United States. Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, 2016. 
Contributed articles on “Cooke, Terence,” “Crapsey, Algernon Sidney,” “Doane, George Washington,” “Divine, Father,” “Fry, Franklin Clark,” “Graybill, Anthony Thomas,” “Griswold, Hervey DeWitt,”  “Hayes, Patrick Joseph,” “Homrighausen, Elmer George,” “Hume, Robert Wilson,” “Marsh, James,” “Page, Kirby,” “Pidgeon, George C.,” “Plessis, Joseph-Octave,” “Seagrave, Gordon S.,” “Sturges, Albert A.,” “Slattery, John Richard,” “Janes, Leroy Lansing.” 

Encyclopedia of Christian Education. Edited by George Thomas Kurian and Mark A. Lamport. Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, 2015. Contributed entries on “Anabaptist Christian Education,” “Anabaptist (Curriculum Outcomes),” “Sacramental Theology.”

Unnamed chapter in Augustine and Liminality, edited by Kendall Brown and Kim Paffenroth. Bloomsbury, 2027 (Forthcoming).

Review Articles

“Ricœur Before the ‘Hermeneutical Turn’: Two Works on the Early Ricœur Ricœur at the Limits of Philosophy.” Reviews in Religion and Theology 31, no. 4 (2024): 169–74. https://doi.org/10.1111/rirt.14350. 


Scholarly Paper Presentations

“Transitional Hope: Ricoeur, Imagination, and the ‘Absurd Logic of Hope.’” Presented to AAR Southeastern Region Annual Conference, Florida Memorial University, Miami Gardens, FL, March 8, 2025.

“Liminal Theology: A Research Agenda.” Presented to the Iannone Conference IX, St. Thomas University, Miami Gardens, FL, December 8, 2018. 

“Conversations in the Library: Using Popular Culture, Film, and Television in a Roman Catholic 
University.” Presented to the Annual Convention of the College Theology Society, Salve Regina University, RI, June 3, 2017.  
 
“Telling the Baptist Story: The Need for Qualitative Methods and Practical Theology.” Presented to the National Association of Baptist Professors of Religion Conference, Belmont University, Nashville, TN, May 24, 2017.   
 
“Foot washing as a Liturgical Movement: Perspectives from the Original Free Will Baptists.” Presented to the Annual Convention of the College Theology Society (National Association of Baptist Professors of Religion section), Rockhurst University, Kansas City, MO, June 2-5, 2016.  
 
“Navigating Practical Theology in a Post-Modern World.” Keynote address to the Iannone Conference: Postmodernism and Constructivism in Practical Theology, St. Thomas University, Miami Gardens, FL, December 5, 2015. 
 
“Deconstruction and Ritual Action: Learning to Listen.” Presented to the Iannone Conference: Method in Practical Theology, St. Thomas University, Miami Gardens, FL, May 2, 2015. 
 
“Ritual Action as Language: The Hermeneutics of Discourse and Event.” Presented to the Iannone Conference: An Animating Vision of Practical Theology, St. Thomas University, Miami Gardens, FL, December 13, 2014.
 
“An Exploration of Foot Washing Within the Original Free Will Baptist Community.” Presented to the 2014 Annual Conference of the Baptist History and Heritage Society and the Association of Librarians and Archivists at Baptist Institutions, Sioux Falls Seminary, Sioux Falls, SD, June 5, 2014. 
 
“Digital Social Space? Interpreting Digital Action and Behavior for Today’s Churches.” Presented to the 32nd Biennial Meeting of the Association of Practical Theology, Vanderbilt University Divinity School, Nashville, TN, March 30, 2014.  
 
“Towards a Digital Habitus: Christianity in the Digital Age.” Presented to the Annual Conference of the Humanities and Technology Association, St. Thomas University, Miami, FL, November 8, 2013. 
 
“Is it a Sacrament? Practical Theological Study of the Original Free Will Baptist Ordinance of Foot Washing.” Presented to the American Academy of Religion, Southeast Regional Meeting, Greenville, SC, March 16, 2013. 

Other Presentations

“Being Religious in a Post-Truth World.” Tedx: St. Thomas Aquinas High School, Fort Lauderdale, April 4, 2017. https://youtu.be/xvSUqorFAg0. 
  
Book Reviews

Neither Here nor There: The Many Voices of Liminality. Edited by Timothy Carson. Modern Believing 63, no. 1 (2022). 

Christian: The Politics of a Word in America by Matthew Burton Bowman. Choice 56, no. 4 (December 2018). 

Living in Truth, Beauty, and Goodness: Values and Virtues by Jeffery Wattles. Choice 54, no.7 (March 2017).  
 
Groundless Gods: The Theological Prospects of Post-Metaphysical Thought, edited by Hartmut von Sass. Reviews in Religion and Theology 24, no. 1 (January 2017): 111–13.  
 
Gift and the Unity of Being by Antonio López. Reviews in Religion and Theology 23, no. 3 (August 2016): 338–40. 
 
Paul Tillich and Pentecostal Theology: Spiritual Presence and Spiritual Power, edited by Nimi Wariboko and Amos Yong. Choice 53, no. 11 (July 2016): 1628.  
 
Word, Words and World: How a Wittgensteinian Perspective on Metaphor-Making Reveals the Theo-logic of Reality by Sue Patterson. Reviews in Religion and Theology 23, no. 1 (January 2016): 67–70.  
 
Black Practical Theology, edited by Dale P. Andrews and Robert London Smith Jr. Choice 53, no. 9 (May 2016): 1340–341. 
 
Catholic and Mormon: A Theological Conversation by Stephen H. Webb and Alonzo L. Gaskill. Choice 53, no. 6 (February 2016): 895.  
 
Catholicism: The Story of Catholic Christianity by Gerald O’Collins and Mario Farrugia. Choice 53, no.1 (September 2015): 87. 
 
Theology on Trial: Kierkegaard and Tillich on the Status of Theology by John Losee. Choice 52, no. 12 (August 2015): 2033.  
 
Heaven Can Wait by Diana Walsh Pasulka. Choice 52 no. 10 (June 2015): 1675. 
 
The Jesuits: A History from Ignatius to the Present by John W. O’Malley. Choice 52, no. 9 (May 2015): 1518–519.  
 
A Living Tradition: On the Intersection of Liturgical History and Pastoral Practice, edited by David Pitt, Stefanos Alexopoulos, and Christian McConnell. Practical Matters 8 (2015). http://practicalmattersjournal.org/2015/03/01/a-living-tradition-review. 

God or Godless? One Atheist. One Christian. Twenty Controversial Questions by John W. Loftus and Randal Rauser. Reviews in Religion and Theology 22, no. 2 (March 2015): 173–75. 
 
The Crisis of Confidence in the Catholic Church by Raymond G. Helmick. Choice 52, no. 7 (March 2015): 1164. 
 
Baudrillard and Theology by James Walters. Reviews in Religion and Theology 22, no.1 (January 2015): 102-104. 
 
Sex, Violence, & Justice: Contraception and the Catholic Church by Aline H. Kalbian. Choice 52, no. 4 (December 2014): 624–25. 
 
Ricoeur and the Negation of Happiness by Alison Scott-Baumann, Reviews in Religion and Theology 21, no. 3 (July 2014): 388–91.  
 
The Development of Moral Theology by Charles E. Curran. Choice 51, no. 10 (June 2014): 1819. 
 
Ritualization and Human Interiority by Clemens Cavallin. Reviews in Religion and Theology 21, no. 2 (March 2014): 195–97. 
 
Ricoeur and Theology by Dan R. Stiver. Reviews in Religion and Theology 21, no. 1 (January 2014): 128–31. 

From Gabriel to Lucifer by Valery Rees. Choice 51, no. 2 (October 2013): 282. 
 
Semiotics of Religion: Signs of the Sacred in History by Robert A. Yelle. Choice 50, no. 11 (July 2013): 1998. 
 
Why Priests? A Failed Tradition by Garry Wills. Choice 50, no. 11 (July 2013): 2035. 
 
Sexual Ethics: A Theological Introduction by Todd A. Salzman and Michael G. Lawler. Choice 50, no. 9 (May 2013): 1644.  
 
Theological Reflection for Human Flourishing: Pastoral Practice and Public Theology by Helen Cameron et al. Practical Matters 6 (Spring 2013). http://www.practicalmattersjournal.org/issue/6/reviews/theological-reflection-for-humanflourishing-pastoral-practice-and-public-theology. 
 
Four Views on Christian Spirituality, edited by Bruce Demarest. Reviews in Religion and Theology 20, no. 2 (March 2013): 201–4. 

Things: Religion and the Question of Materiality, edited by Dick Houtman and Birgit Meyer. Choice 50, no. 6 (February 2013): 1072. 
 
The Fountain: A Secular Theology by Don Cupitt. Reviews in Religion and Theology 19, no. 4 (September 2012): 432–34. 
 
Divine Transcendence and the Culture of Change by David H. Hopper. Reviews in Religion and Theology 19, no. 4 (September 2012): 473–75. 
 
Christianity in Evolution: An Exploration by Jack Mahoney. Choice 50, no. 1 (September 2012): 101.   
 
Changing Signs of Truth: A Christian Introduction to the Semiotics of Communications by Crystal Downing. American Theological Inquiry 5, no. 2 (July 2012): 95–97.

Non-Professional Writing

The World I Want for You: Reflections for My Daughter. Independently Published, 2022.

“Why a Theology of Foot Washing is Necessary,” The Free Will Baptist. 133, no. 8 (August 2015): 4–7. https://works.hcommons.org/records/bay1c-pc609. 

“An Exploration of Foot Washing Within the Original Free Will Baptist Community,” The Free Will Baptist. 132, no. 9 (September 2014): 4–7.

Memberships

American Academy of Religion

Professional Experience

Freelance Editor, Best Academic Editing, bestacademicediting.com	2018–Present
	
Assistant Director for Outreach and Public Services, St. Thomas University Library, Miami, FL 	2017–2018

Outreach and Instructional Librarian, St. Thomas University Library, Miami, FL	2016–2017

Subscriptions Coordinator, St. Thomas University Library, Miami, FL	2012–2016
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